Application No. 10/724,086 

REMARKS 

Claims 2 and 4-6 are pending in this application. By this Amendment, claims 1 , 3 
and 7 are canceled and claim 2 is amended to incorporate the features of claim 3. 

Applicant appreciates the Office Action's indication that claim 3 contains allowable 
subject matter. 

Applicant requests the Examiner to initial and return PTO Form 1449 filed with the 
March 4, 2005 Information Disclosure Statement. A copy of the PTO 1449 is attached here 
for the Examiner's convenience. 

The Office Action objects to claims 2 and 3. Claim 2 is amended to obviate this 
objection. 

The Office Action rejects claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) over U.S. Patent 
No. 4,880,013 to Chio and claims 2 and 4-7 under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) over U.S. Patent 
No. 5,961,467 to Shimazo et al. Claim 2 has been amended to incorporate the allowable 
features of claim 3 and claims 1, 3 and 7 have been canceled. Thus, these rejections are 
moot. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance are earnestly 
solicited. 
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Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 

Michael Britton 
Registration No. 47,260 
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March 4, 2005 PTO Form 1449 
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DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
Oliff & Berridge, plc AUTHORIZATION 
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